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Reviewing competitiveness Indicator in Iran’s Atmosphere; Using Data Envelopment

Analysis Technique to Rank Countries

Hojat Rezaei Soufi, Jafar Namdar, Hossein Iranmanesh
Abstract
According to the definition of World Economic Forum, competitiveness is the collection of structures, policies and
factors determine the level of productivity of a country. ‘The Economic and Monetary Union Competitiveness
Indicator’ is one of the various indicators defined in the content of competitiveness. This indicator establishes the
concession of the countries (that are members in the union) and then ranks them, as well, through considering over
110 indicators and gathering information from various resources. However, the different conditions of these
countries in the business area make specific situation for them. These situations and challenges are inevitable for our
country, Iran, too. So, it seems necessary to investigate the special conditions of Iran in the process of ranking.
Analyzing those conditions in different situations is the next step in this process. Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA)
method is one of the appropriate and efficient methods in the process of ranking which is able to apply sensitivity
analysis techniques on different indicators. In this paper, we aim to rank different countries by considering G20
countries as criterion and applying DEA method. With the application of sensitivity analysis techniques, the more
important indicators in the gradation of our country are investigated and the effects of some special conditions on
these indicators are considered.
Key words: Competitiveness indicators, Competitiveness variables, World Economic Forum, Data Envelopment
Analysis (DEA)
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