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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Asmost ofthegraduatedpersonsofSoil Mechanics/Geotechnicsbranches,andmany ofstudendsand 

graduatedinCivilEngineeringfield are interestedtoknowthebasicandsignificantsubjects oftheSoil 

Mechanicsanditsoverall historical development from thebeginninguptothepresent time,andthey are 

probablycurious to havealist ofthemostimportant subjectswhichcan beconsidered asthemaintopics for 
discussionsinthisfield,sothecontentofpresentarticlemay behelpfultoanswerthe mainquestions inthis regards. 

For thispurpose, thepresent article hasbeen arranged to showthe followingsubjects: 
a)thename ofthefoundersof different topicsand theories inGeomechanics /Soil Mechanics andFoundation 

Engineering 

b) aglance look throughInternationalSociety of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering,ISSMGE 
c) the names of therelatedJournals andsome of the relatedInternational Conferences 

d)the names ofRankineandTerzaghilecturersandmentioningthetitlesoftheirlectures.This partaimsto 
twotargets:mentionoingandregardingthe namesofthe mostfamousscientistsandresearchersinthisfield and the 

most considerable subjects relative tothis field. 

e)Finally,the titlesofthepaperspresented in17thICSMGEis overlookedandthenumberof papersandthe name 
ofthe author’s countries arehighlighted. 

 

 
1-  THE FOUNDERSOFTHEBASICFORMULAE(LAWS)IN SOIL MECHANICS 

 

 
WhenlookingthroughthehistoricalreviewofascientificandtechnologicalbranchsuchasSoilMechanics, it is 

logically suitable andalsonecessary to remindthe names ofthe persons who presentedandinitiatedthe 

basictheoriesorfundamentalformulae(thoughsimple)forthefisttime inthissubject. Forthispurpose,the 

followinglist can bepresented: 

CoulombC. A.(1736-1806); the shear strengthofsoil (1776) 
Smith(1769-1839); namedas thefather of Geology 

DarcyH. (1803-1858);permeability law (1856) 

RankineW.J. M. (1820- 1872); lateral soilpressure(1857) 

Atterberg (1846-1927); Classification of finesoils() 

Boussinesq (1842-1929);distribution of stressesinsoil () 

Bell (1847-1956); innovationof directsheartest () 
FelleniusW. (1876-1963); analysis for slope stability (1927) 

TerzaghiK.(1883-1963);effctivestress,cosolidationtheory,bearingcapacityofsoil,foundationdesign, 
landslidemechanism,cofferdamanalysis,hisfirstbookin1925namedas“Erbdaumechanik“inViennaas the birthof 

soil mechanics,…. 

DuringthetimeofTerzaghiandafterthat,incooperationwithhim -particularlybyhiscolleaguesandhis 

seniorstudentds-some valuablescientificand practicalreportsandarticlesrelatedtomany problemsinthe 

fieldofSoil Mechanics were presented whichcould helpthefast development ofthisbranch ofscience.For 
example,in1932threeofArthurCasagrande’spaperstitled:“studyontheAtterberglimitsoffinesoils”(in 

1932),“Theseepageinsidethedams”(in1932)and“Thecharacteristicsofnon-cohesivesoilinfluencialon 
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