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Borelis melo-Meandropsina iranica Assemblage Zone, Miogypsinoides-Archaias-Valvulinid

Assemblage Zone, Eulepidina-Nephrolepidina-Nummulites Assemblage Zones and Elphidium
sp. 14 - Miogypsina and Archaias hensoni - Archaias asmaricus Assemblage Subzones
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Biostratigraphy and palaeoecology of the Asmari Formation
in Well 338, Marun Qilfield, southeast Ahwaz

Abstract

The Asmari Formation in Well 338 of the Marun Oilfield, southeast Ahwaz, comprises about 540 m of
mostly carbonate rocks associated with subordinate intercalations of sandstones and shales. It gradually
overlies the Pabdeh Shales and unconformably precedes the Gachsaran Formation. Diverse microfauna
dominated by benthic foraminiferas occur in the Oligocene-Lower Miocene strata. Based on vertical
distribution of distinctive species, three successive assemblage zones and two assemblage subzones, viz.,
Borelis melo-Meandropsina iranica Assemblage Zone, Miogypsinoides-Archaias-Valvulinid Assemblage
Zone, Eulepidina-Nephrolepidina-Nummulites Assemblage Zones and Elphidium sp. 14 - Miogypsina and
Archaias hensoni - Archaias asmaricus Assemblage Subzone are identified in the material studied.
Relative abundance of forams with porcellaneous structure and that of miliolids in the Asmari material
might possibly imply accumulation of the host strata in an inner shelf-lagoon depositional setting.
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