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Abstract

Democracy is one of the components of civilization in the modern world. People
usually interpret democracy as the government of the people for the people.
Religious democracy has two main elements: religion and people. It seems the
approaches of the government of Imam Ali (AS) were based on religion and public
satisfaction. Nahj ul Balagha which is a set of His words and letters is a source for
investigating the features and benefits of democracy in Imam Ali’s viewpoint. In his
eyes, the most important characteristics of democracy are rule-orienting, people's
participation, freedom and avoidance of autarchy. He believes that democracy can
have benefits for the individuals and the society. Guaranteeing individual rights,
popular interest to continuity of government, growth and flourishing the talents
and the government of majority, are among the benefits of coming off the
democracy for the individuals and the society.
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