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A B S T R A C T

Mechanical signals can play a key role in regulating the chondrogenic differentiation of

mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs). The objective of this study was to determine if the long-

term application of cyclic hydrostatic pressure could be used to improve the functional

properties of cartilaginous tissues engineered using bone marrow derived MSCs. MSCs

were isolated from the femora of two porcine donors, expanded separately under identical

conditions, and then suspended in cylindrical agarose hydrogels. Constructs from both

donors were maintained in a chemically defined media supplemented with TGF-β3 for 42

days. TGF-β3 was removed from a subset of constructs from day 21 to 42. Loaded groups

were subjected to 10 MPa of cyclic hydrostatic pressurisation at 1 Hz for one hour/day, five

days/week. Loading consisted either of continuous hydrostatic pressure (CHP) initiated at

day 0, or delayed hydrostatic pressure (DHP) initiated at day 21. Free swelling (FS) constructs

were cultured in parallel as controls. Constructs were assessed at days 0, 21 and 42. MSCs

isolated from both donors were morphologically similar, demonstrated comparable colony

forming unit-fibroblast (CFU-F) numbers, and accumulated near identical levels of collagen

and GAG following 42 days of free swelling culture. Somewhat unexpectedly the two donors

displayed a differential response to hydrostatic pressure. For one donor the application

of CHP resulted in increased collagen and GAG accumulation by day 42, resulting in an

increased dynamic modulus compared to FS controls. In contrast, CHP had no effect on

matrix accumulation for the other donor. The application of DHP had no effect on either

matrix accumulation or construct mechanical properties for both donors. Variability in the

response to hydrostatic pressure was also observed for three further donors. In conclusion,

this study demonstrates that the application of long-term hydrostatic pressure can be used

to improve the functional properties of cartilaginous tissues engineered using bonemarrow

derived MSCs by enhancing collagen and GAG accumulation. The response to such loading

however is donor dependent, which has implications for the clinical utilisation of such a

stimulus when engineering cartilaginous grafts using autologous MSCs.
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