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Abstract

According to the necessity of citizens’ sense of safety, in the last decades many researches have focused on crime
prevention through environmental design (CPTED). Nevertheless, lately some critiques have questioned the
effectiveness of this approach. Therefore, this research aims at investigating the efficiency of CPTED in women’s sense
of safety. The current research follows a qualitative analysis, using library archives and resources. The results state that
despite the critiques, environmental design not only can improve women’s sense of safety, but also women and other
vulnerable groups are the major beneficiaries of physical improvement of the city in the aim of safety increasing. The
reason is that due to the vulnerability, women analyze their environment delicately, in order to identify and avoid
dangerous places. The safety indicators of place given in CPTED definitely influence on women’s judgment about
safety of the place. Yet the critiques reveal that physical and social environment qualities shouldn’t be judged
separately. Accordingly safedesign guidance should consider the social context of the place.
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