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Safavid ambassadors in the Ottoman court through the painting

Dr. Mehdi Mohammadzadeh

Department of Islamic Arts, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran

Abstract:

Safavid painting rarely focuses on everyday topics and it is hard to trace historical courtier
events in the Iranian painters’ works. On the contrary, Ottoman painting has depicted many
of its contemporary topics. So, they can be used as evidences for studying social and
political history. One of the significant issues in Ottoman painting is the presence of foreign
ambassadors especially Safavid “Elchi”s in Ottoman court. This paper, having a
descriptive-analytic perspective, introduces some examples of Ottoman miniatures of the 16"
and 17" centuries that narrate the scenes of Iranian ambassadors’ greetings to Ottoman
Sultan; and studies the presence and identification of official gifts sent to Ottoman Sultan.
Based on the results, the most important gift is the illustrated version of Shah Tahmasb’s
Shahnameh which was sent to Istanbul as Sultan Selim’s coronation gift from Safavid Shah
Tahmasb.
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