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Abstract

One of the most important issues in the design and construction of reservoir dams, is the seepage
from dam foundation and reservoir. In addition to leaking and waste water, it is probable the seepage
make problem due to inside erosion or piping.

Marand Bonab earth dam that was built many years ago, due to water leakage and seepage, is in
trouble according to geological studies. Foundation of dam is consisted of low-cemented Pliocene
conglomerate rocks and volcanic rocks and volcanic ash. The field permeability tests and also drilling
cores studies, permeability rock mass and soil layers have been checked. The investigation results
show that the water reservoir has been discharged from soil and rock with high permeability. The
alluvial texture and lack of adequate cementation substrate materials, with the reservoir water level
and increasing the hydraulic gradient, resulting in materials being washed, the water escape velocity
is greater. For sealing of reservoir bed, performing of clay soil blanket is necessary. For sealing of
dam body and reservoir bed near to dam, it is better use Geomembrane instead to clay soil layer.
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