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Role of Geoparks in Developing Local communities 

  
Abstract: 
 
The world diversity of landforms and geological materials along with the knowledge related to the history 
of the earth planet and geological processes provide a wide range of concepts for geotourism (Newsom & 
Dowling, 2006). One of the main objectives of management of geological heritage of a region is to make 
the host community and visitors aware of the validity and value of the geological heritage and its 
preservation. In fact, the knowledge of local people should be promoted on their heritage so that they 
become more interested. Geoparks are new innovation in preservation of geological and natural heritage 
and has a main role in developing the geotourism. The establishment of geoparks led to create the new 
job opportunities, economical activities and encourages the production of new local products and 
handcrafts in local communities which are involved in geotourism activities. The establishment of a 
geopark in addition to the economical advantages has the cultural, social and educational advantages for 
the local communities. 
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