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ABSTRACT

Guided by Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s constructivist theories, the purpose of this study was to test the effective-
ness of a metacognitive reading strategy on the reading comprehension skills of students with ASD ( autism spectrum
disorder) in their school English course. The application of a scaffolding method was implemented by purposefully
placing questions throughout the presented English reading text for the participants to comprehend. A single-participant
design to evaluate the effectiveness of the metacognitive reading strategy was used in supporting the reading compre-
hension skills of EFL (English as a foreign language) students with autism. Two students who had the diagnosis of high
functioning autism participated in the study. They were studying at 8th grade while they were included in regular
school curriculum. These students showed increases in their reading comprehension skills after the intervention. They
actively engaged in the learning process by not only listening to the presented content, but also answering the questions.
The study had implications for autistic students’ social change in that it allows them greater opportunity to benefit from

curriculum and instruction over time.
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INTRODUCTION

A few studies are conducted on the issue of teaching a foreign language to high-functioning autistic students,
particularly those autistic individuals who do not have considerable learning difficulties. All studies have shown that
high-functioning autistic children are capable of learning a second/foreign language provided. The only difference be-
tween the high-functioning autistic students and their typical classmates is that they need special strategies in teaching.
Learning a second/foreign language is a fairly complex process even for normally developing individuals. High-func-
tioning autistic individuals usually do not have severe problems in developing first language, but normally have im-
paired social cognition which makes communicating hard for them and negatively affects their foreign language learn-

ing.
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