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Abstract:

From Chaucer’sTheCanterburyTalesonward,femalecharactersappearedinall

genresofliteraturebuttheroletheyaretraditionallyassigned,rarelypresentedthem

withoutanyprejudices.AsSandraM.GilbertandSusanGubar(1979)assert,thereexist

twoprincipalstereotypicalimagesofwomen,“theangelinthehouse”and“themad

womanintheattic”.InoneofthestoriesofDubliners,acollectionofshortstories

written byJamesJoycein1914,readersreadabout,agirlnamedEveline,whois

indecisiveaboutwhetheraccordingtotheclichésofherpatriarchalsocietyorresisting

them all.ThisstudybyusingFeminism literarytheoryasitsapproach,attemptstoshow

thatwhenEvelinewasstandinghesitantlyonthequay,shesucceeds(althoughfor

someshortmoments)atfindingherrightfulplacewhilenotsuccumbingtotherulesof

apatriarchalsociety.
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Article:

From Chaucer’sTheCanterburyTalesonward,femalecharactersappearedinall

genresofliteraturebuttheroletheyaretraditionallyassigned,rarelypresentedthem

withoutanyprejudices.InWesternliterarycanon,womenwereseldom presentedas

protagonists.Instead,females’rolewastosupporttheirmalecounterpartandsatisfyall

hisdesiresatanycostevenbytheirowndeath.AsSandraM.GilbertandSusanGubar

(1979)assert,thereexisttwoprincipalstereotypicalimagesofwomen,“theangelinthe

house”and“themadwomanintheattic”.Mostreadersarefamiliarwiththeseunfair

imagesduetotheirabundanceintheliterarycanon.However,weshouldconfessthat

thisattitudehasundergonechangesthroughhistoryandhasbecomemoremoderate.

Nowadayswomenareplayingmoreimportantrolesineveryaspectofmodernized

societiesincomparisonwiththepast.ButstillwefeeltheneedforFeminism in

contemporarymodernsocietiesandfemalesarefightingevenharderthanbeforeto

gaintheirvoiceandrightintheirsocieties.InoneofthestoriesofDubliners,acollection

ofshortstorieswritten byJamesJoycein1914,readersreadabout,agirlnamed

Eveline,whoisindecisiveaboutwhether,accordingtotheclichésoffemininityand

playingtheroleofanangeltohersiblings,especiallyhertypicalIrishfatherorspurning

allthosepreestablishedideologiesdictatedtoherbyapatriarchalsociety,resistbeing

portrayedasamadwomanintheatticandelopewithherbeloved,Frank,or,stillfind


