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Abstract
The aim of the present paper is to examine feminist narrative discourse in Manju Kapur’s A Married

Woman (2002) within a theoretical context set by Gerard Genette’s narrative discourse and Mikhail
Bakhtin’s chronotope. Genette’s narratology especially his convictions on the narrative structure has
formed many of the ensuing discussions in narrative discourse. Bakhtin’s chronotope, defined as the
interconnectedness of temporal and spatial elements in a literary work, sheds light on the impact of
time and space on the decisions and behaviors of characters. The central question of this research is:
How does a Genettean-Bakhtinian critical approach elaborate on the feminist discourse — particularly
the identity crisis — in Kapur’s novel? In order to answer these questions, the research applies
various aspects of Genette’s narrative discourse and Bakhtin’s chronotope to A Married Woman. It
focuses on such key terms as time, space, identity crisis and patriarchal system. The present article
shows that the historical backdrop of the novel which involves the Partition and the Independence of
India plays a key role in the formation of its feminist narrative discourse. It also demonstrates that
Bakhtinian chronotope and Genettean prolepsis and analepsis works to depict the widening gap

between the two generation of women in the novel.
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INTRODUCTION

The present paper applies Genette’s focalization and Bakhtin’s heteroglossia to a critical study of Kapur’s A
Married Woman in order to investigate the emotional and sexual crises of the protagonist of the novel.
Similar to the previous chapter, this chapter aims to show the formation, suppression, and transformation of
feminist narrative discourse in Kapur’s A Married Woman.
The next section positions A Married Woman in the oeuvre of Manju Kapur and in the contemporary
Indian fiction produced by women novelists. Then, ‘Focalization and A Married Woman’ applies Genette’s
focalization theory to the study of feminist narrative discourse in the novel. The research seeks to show how
Kapur’s selection of focalization has contributed to her aim to demonstrate the non-individualistic aspects of
Astha’s story. Next, ‘In Search of Heteroglossia in A Married Woman’ applies Mikhail Bakhtin’s notion of
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