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A B S T R A C T 

The twentieth century modern architectures in Lefkosia in North Cyprus are 

changing especially in residential building. This change is occurs based on the 

client’s orders or because of the dilapidated condition of the buildings. 

Identify the characteristics of modernist architectural movement will help in 

identifying these buildings and recognize the changes applied on them.  The 

paper aims to reach the rationale understanding about the norms of modern 

architecture in Lefkoşa in the twentieth century.  The methodology is based 

on analyzing the residential buildings designed by local architects and 

“Ahmet Vural Bahaeddin” selected as one of the famous modernist architect 

in the twentieth century in North Cyprus. Residential buildings from Milan and 

Rome in Italy, as well as Baecelina in Spain selected for analysis. The paper 

tries to demonstrate the presence of vernacular elements in modern 

architecture in Lefkoşa. Two vernacular elements were studied, i) the patio 

(outside and inside interrelation), and ii) the façade materials (exposed stone) 

as vernacular elements in “Mediterranean modernist architecture”. The paper 

delineated the influence of the “Mediterranean modernist movement” on 

modern architecture in Lefkoşa in the 20th century. The findings show that there 

is influence by Modernist movement of architecture in other Mediterranean 

cities in Italy and Espain on the modern architecture in Lefkoşa. The results 

contribute evidence to promote our understanding regarding the modernist 

architecture in Lefkoşa.  
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1. Introduction 

“Mediterranean Modernism movement” in 

architecture was one of the dialects between 

the presumed universalism of modernist 

architecture and the privacies of distinct places. 

It considered the vernacular building traditions 

of the Mediterranean region as a source for 

modernism in architecture in this region. This 

notion crystallized after the discourses between 

north and south of Europe about the modernism 

in architecture in the beginning of the last 

century (Lejeune, and Sabatino, 2010). The 

differences in opinions that had developed 

during the 1920s between the architects of the 

North and the South of Europe toward the role 

of technology and tradition continued to define 

postwar production. “Mediterranean modernist 

movement” in architecture came out as 

modernist architectural philosophy in south of 

Europe. Vernacular architecture started to be 
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