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A B S T R A C T 

Taking plants from their original habitat and keeping them in pots is an illustrative 

example of manmade, power-oriented and unnatural habitation. Naturally, a plant 

cannot survive in a segregated environment of a pot. For this reason, diverse 

supportive activities such as watering, feeding or protecting must be planned. These 

supplying infrastructures create a great power for the caretaker over the life of the 

potted plant. Using the example of potted plants, this article tries to shed light on 

social and ecological problems of urbanization. 
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“To live 

like a tree alone and free 

and 

like a forest in brotherhood” 
                                              (Nazim Hikmet Ran, 1940) 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Last week Reuters released a news related to the 

newest study on the wealthiest cities of the world 

and stated that with 3 trillion dollar wealth, New 

York City is the richest city of the world (RT, 2018). 

Forbes reports that New York City is the world 

capital of ultra-rich people with its 79 billionaires 

(Savchuk, 2016). These and similar news related to 

New York City creates an image of a prosperous 

environment in the mind of readers. However, few 

minutes of surf in the studies and statistics or a 

short visit to the city is enough to discover the 

reverse reality of shortage and poverty in the city. 

Even though there are many systematic and 

volunteer social support programs, the pains and 

distresses of New Yorkers are not relieved. Below I 

will give examples of these social programs on 

the issues of homelessness and hunger. In spite of 

the well-developed and functioning aid 

programs of public and local authorities, which 

do not regularly exist in other mega-cities and 

never exist in smaller towns, the insufficiency of 

these programs is easily readable from the 

existing conditions and the growing rates of social 

problems in the city. 
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