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1. Introduction 

 

A B S T R A C T   
 The city is an organism that has been transformed through continuous 

modifications of its form. In these transformations, we can find traces that remain 

and organize the successive urban aggregates over time. The case that will be 

proposed is the one of the urban fabric formed in the area of Pompeo’s theater, in 

the Renaissance district of Rome. Through Saverio Muratori’s studies on the urban 

history of Rome and the new archaeological discoveries, the formation of 

residential building on the remains of the ancient building until its specialization 

was analyzed. The role of the substratum, evident in this case, the study shows how 

spontaneous architecture attests to the great forms of the past, and reuses them in 

every era, transforming and reinterpreting them. In this way the city is so eternal 

reuse of its forms, its paths and its materials. 
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The research focuses on the study of the 

historical city and its evolutionary and 

formative processes through the act of 

transformation of the existing. Starting from the 

assumption that "the single work has meaning 

only if generated and read in the great flow of 

the cities’s transformations and territory, as an 

ongoing energy that modifies the pre-existing" 

shows how the formal and constructive 

characteristics of an ancient organism remain 

in organization of the city and help in the 

hierarchization of the elements. According to 

Saverio Muratori it’s possible to find, through 

the reading of historical textiles, two large 

organic categories of shapes: the elementary 

forms, modular and rhythmic, and the 

accentuating and cohesive forms. The first are 

characterized by residential construction that 

specializes in the base cell through a work of 

addition, recast and synthesis, transforming 

itself into a supportive organism and 
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