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A B S T R A C T   
Locating on North West of Iran, Tabriz, the capital of East Azerbaijan Province, 

is one of the important metropolises of the country. The foundation of this 

historic city dated back to 1500 B.C. but due to the severe earthquakes, few 

historic buildings remained from ancient eras. In 2012, Tabriz was selected as 

the most beautiful city of Iran, and it is nominated as the tourism capital of 

Islamic countries in 2018. Tabriz used to be the capital of Iran during different 

dynasties like Ilkhanid, Kara Koyunlu, Ak Koyunlu, and Safavid; it was the 

residence of the royal family and crown prince during the Qajar Dynasty 

period. Tabriz is famous as “the city of the firsts”; and the Historic Bazaar 

Complex of Tabriz is the biggest roofed bazaar in the world, inscribed as a 

World Heritage Site in 2010. Tabriz experiences the phenomenon of rapid 

urban growth causing the formation of slum settlements in the border zones of 

the city. This paper will briefly discuss the urban development of Tabriz during 

the history. The method used in this theoretical paper is based on literature 

review. The aim of this paper is to improve the knowledge about the urban 

development of Tabriz. 
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1. Introduction  

Tabriz is at the elevation of 1351.4 meters (4433.7 

ft.) above sea level near Guru River, Aji River, 

Urmia Lake, Sahand volcanic cone and Eynali 

Mountain (Moosavi, 2011). Tabriz is the most 

populated city in the north-west of Iran (See 

Figures 1 & 2) with the urban population of 

1545491 in 2013. (Census of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran, 2006). Tabriz is an industrial city especially 

in automobile, machine tools, refineries and 

petrochemical, textile and cement production. 

It is also an academic and cultural city in the 

north-west of Iran (Results of national 2007 

census). In Tabriz native people speak 

Azerbaijani language and most inhabitants are 

familiar with the Persian language, which is the 

official language of Iran and the only language 

of education (East Azerbaijan Geography). 

From Atropates era, Tabriz was chosen as the 

capital by several rulers; since 1265 it was capital 

of Ilkhanid dynasty and during Ghazan Khan 

Era, which came into power in 1295, the city 

reached its highest splendor. During Kara 

Koyunlu dynasty from 1375 to 1468 and again 

during Ak Koyunlu dynasty within 1468 – 1501, 
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