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Abstract: 
 

 
Considering and Determining Santonian – Campanian boundary in Gurpi 

Formation at  the Kuh-e- Sephid section, based on planktonic foraminifera 
and Calcareous nannofossils 

 
The Gurpi Formation (Late Cretaceous) is one of the sedimentary units in the Zagros basin 
that based on importance of planktonic foraminifera and calcareous nannofossils in the age 
recognization, they have been studid in the Kuh-e-Shephid Anticline stratigraphy section. In 
this study 190.5 m of shale, marl and limestone sediments of this formation in the Kuh-e-
Sephid section has been biostratigraphically studied.Based on planktonic foraminifera the age 
of these sediments is Late Santonian- Late Maastrichtian. In micropalaeontologic studies due 
to the mass extinction of Marginotruncanids from planktonic foraminifera and first occurance 
of Aspidolithus ex.gr parcus from calcareous nannofossils, the two mentioned taxa were 
choosen as the index to identify the Santonian _ Campanian boundary.In Gurpi Formation in 
the studied section this boundary exists 62.5 m upper than the base of Gurpi Formation and 
correlates the end of Dicarinella asymetrica zone from planktonic foraminifera and CC17 zone 
from calcareous nannofossils. 
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