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Hormuz Salt in the Abadan Plain (SW Iran)
Iraj Abdollahie Fard, NIOC Exploration Directorate

Abstract:

Hormuz Salt had been deposited within N-S and NW-SE trending troughs of the Arabian
Basement in Late Precambrian-Early Cambrian. Presence of Hormuz Salt in the western side of
the Zagros Belt including the Abadan Plain as study area is almost possible by geophysical data.
Therefore, role of the Hormuz Salt in initiation and development of hydrocarbon bearing traps is
objective of this article.

Analysis of gravity data denotes negative anomalies beneath the structural highs. Also,
seismic data are presenting additional evidences for upward movement of the Hormuz Salt which
affected deposition of the younger sediments. Anticlinal structures of the study area are formed
above strike-slip fault systems in a proposed model. Salt walls or salt anticlines are probably
emplacing core of the N-S trending structures. Upward movement of salt is due to curvature and
stepover along the strike-slip fault system and transtension. Therefore, negative gravity



