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Abstract

In Persian literature, mirror addresses innocence, purity, truth and lighting, which also has been used by artists in the
Islamic architecture. Mirror work is purely an Islamic art, including Islamic geometric patterns. In fact, It can be
considered as a traditional and religious art. Absolute light is God, and furthermore, leading believers away from
darkness and loss was symbolized by light In Islam. Therefore, the reflection of light by the mirrors in both different
facing directions and various patterns not only makes beautiful environment, but also reminds the sense of unity and
oneness of God. Within the places decorated by mirror work, the geometric patterns of the mirrors in addition to the
presence of light and its interaction by the mirror parts create a mystical atmosphere, which is affected by Quran.
Moreover, mirror work can be investigated following the modern architectural characteristics. It, indeed, can be a
method for preventing successive reflection of sound. Changing the forms, avoiding the creation of parallel surfaces,
and providing breaks in the flat surfaces prevent producing echoes. The current paper uses a descriptive-analytical
method to explore the art of mirror work and its philosophy in the Islamic architecture and also its practical functions,
such as assisting in clear understanding of speech in Architecture (i.e. acoustic). In this regards, by evaluating mirror
works in Ardebil’s traditional houses, it is presented that in Iranian-Islamic architecture, lightening indoors was not the
only function of using the light. Actually, it has been highlighted by mystical and holy aspects somewhere even by
affecting the other environmental aspects like color, texture, etc. The art of mirror work is used as an expression of
approaching unity from multiplicity.
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